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DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION
Department of Curriculum Management 
Educational Assessment Unit

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2015

FORM 5                              EUROPEAN STUDIES             MARKING SCHEME

PART I                                                                                                                     (Total: 51 marks)

Candidates are to choose any THREE sections from Part I and answer ALL the questions in 
the chosen sections.

The answers in the marking scheme are just indicative and any other possible and valid 
answers are to be accepted.

Question Mark Answer
Section 1 − 
Power and 
People
1.1 6 Millions of children are out-of-school.  Even when children 

complete school, some of them do so without acquiring basic skills 
necessary for work and life.  Yet, educating children has a great 
impact on eliminating poverty.  Education is one of the strongest 
instruments for improving health, gender equality, peace and 
stability.  Education is a powerful driver of development.

1.2 4 (2, 2)  The poverty line is the minimum income level used as an official 
standard for determining the proportion of a population living in 
poverty.

 Determining the poverty line is usually done by finding the total 
cost of all the essential resources than an average adult consumes 
in one year.

1.3 2 Simple everyday measures like buying fair-trade goods can give 
workers the little extra money needed to lift their head out of the 
poverty line.

1.4 3 An ageing population, while regarded as a very positive result of a 
century of social policies and progress in healthcare, has far-reaching 
consequences on the Welfare States in Europe.  Institutional care is 
now being required for a longer period of time.  Moreover, more 
funds are being spent on pensions and other benefits.   To this effect, 
European countries are finding problems regarding their capacity to 
provide social welfare over the coming decades.

1.5 2 People who are retired, have special needs, cannot find work, or do 
not earn money for other reasons can qualify for social benefit 
payments.
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Section 2 − 
Economic 
Development 
and Changes 
in Europe
1.1 6 (3,3) One positive effect of globalisation on culture is that it embraces 

multiculturalism.  Through globalisations, societies welcome people 
of other civilisations and backgrounds.  Cooking styles, languages 
and customs have spread as a result of globalisation.  Globalisation 
also assists in the revitalising and restoring of cultural preservation 
of nations.

Meanwhile, one negative effect of globalisation on culture is that 
individualism may be replaced by a homogeneous set of values and 
beliefs.  It has also been argued that globalisation marginalises less 
dominant cultures, particularly those in the developing world.

1.2 7 Globalisation offers many opportunities.  EU firms receive easier 
access to new and expanding markets.  EU consumers receive access 
to a larger variety of goods at lower prices.  There is also improved 
quality of products and services due to global competition.  As 
domestic companies have to fight out foreign competition, they are 
compelled to raise their standards and consumer satisfaction levels in 
order to survive in the market.  

However, several associate globalisation with job losses and 
downward pressures on wages and working conditions.  They argue 
that increased competition from low-wage countries puts excessive 
pressure on local producers and workers and may result in the 
closure of factories at home and their relocation abroad.  They claim 
that globalisation has allowed multinational companies to take over 
world markets at the expense of small business.  A large percentage 
of Europeans think that globalisation benefits only companies and 
not citizens.

1.3 1 No, the process of globalisation is inevitable.
1.4 3 (1,1,1) They create wealth and jobs in the countries in which they operate.  

They ensure minimum standards and also help to raise expectations 
of what is possible.  Their size enables them to lower the average 
costs and prices for consumers.  
Example: HSBC, Nike, Nestle.
Students should mention two examples. 
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Section 3 − 
Demographic 
and Social 
Realities

1.1 2 (1,1) Unemployment rate is the percentage of the labour force that does 
not have a job.

The unemployment rate is calculated by dividing the number of 
unemployed people by the number of people in the labour force and 
multiply that decimal by 100 to get the percentage.

1.2 8 Although in several European countries, highly qualified graduates 
still find jobs, in some other European countries unemployment is a 
problem affecting youths and adults at all levels of education.  An 
important measure countries should take in this respect is that of 
providing job search assistance in terms of putting the unemployed 
in touch with vacancies and helping them in their CVs and in their 
preparation for job interviews.  Wage subsidies or reductions in 
social security contributions for firms who hire people are also 
effective in that more companies will be encouraged to employ 
people.  Meanwhile, long-term measures include reforms in the 
education system to improve the employability of young people.  

1.3 7 Each Member State of the EU could raise its GDP level if more 
women were given the chance to enter the labour market.  One of the 
measures taken by the EU to encourage the increase of women in the 
workforce is the provision of childcare facilities which are both 
affordable and of good quality.  Another measure is that of providing 
care for the elderly due to the fact that women often have family 
commitments which keep them out of employment.  The 
introduction of flexible working hours and family-friendly measures 
also help to encourage women to work. The same applies to the 
possibility for both parents to avail themselves of parental leave. The 
EU also encourages men to take up more responsibilities in the home 
so that a good work-life balance can be reached for both men and 
women alike.

Total: 17

Section 4 − 
Europeans 
and their 
Environment
1.1 5 Many of the negative impacts of tourism on the environment are linked 

with the construction of infrastructure such as roads and airports and 
tourism facilities such as resorts, hotels, restaurants, shops and marinas. 
The negative impacts of tourism development can gradually destroy the 
environmental resources on which it depends.  Uncontrolled 
conventional tourism poses potential threats to many areas, and lead to 
impacts such as soil erosion, increased pollution, discharges into the 
sea, natural habitat loss and increased pressure on endangered species.
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1.2 6 Tourism can never be completely sustainable as every industry has 
impacts, but it can work towards becoming more sustainable.  The 
need for sustainable or responsible tourism is imperative for the 
industry to survive as a whole.  Responsible holidays include various 
forms of alternative or sustainable tourism such as ‘nature-based’ 
tourism, ‘eco-tourism’ and ‘cultural tourism’.  Sustainable tourism 
can be defined as ‘tourism that respects both local people and the 
tourist, the cultural heritage and the environment’.  Sustainable 
tourism seeks to provide people with an exciting and educational 
holiday that is also of benefit to the people of the host country and is, 
therefore, becoming very popular.   

1.3 3 (1,1,1) Turning off the light when leaving the hotel room; unplugging  
unused electronics; taking short showers; buying minimally 
packaged goods; taking public transport whenever possible.
Students should mention three ways.

1.4 3 (1,1,1) Land conversion and habitat loss; wasteful water consumption; soil 
erosion and degradation; pollution and climate change.
Students should mention three examples.

Total: 17

Section 5 −
Cultural 
Heritage
1.1 6 Arabs left a huge impact on the development of medicine around the 

world.  Medicine was a central part in medieval Islamic culture.  The 
Muslims were the first to write on medical ethics.  They regarded 
physicians to be the “guardians of souls and bodies”.  Their book on 
medicine was very influential in Europe as it discussed two very 
common diseases found in Europe at that time, namely measles and 
small pox.  The main achievements of Medieval Arabic Medicine 
and its influence on European Medicine were mainly in the fields of 
Systemisation, the development of Pharmacology, the establishment 
of Surgery and Ophthalmology and the building of hospitals.

1.2 6 Arab influences in European literature began to appear in the poetry 
of the early Spanish and Provencal troubadours.   Islamic influences 
in literature are quite numerous, coupled by various rediscoveries of 
ancient classic text, most notably the work of the Greek natural 
philosopher Aristotle.  No Western author expressed Europe’s 
fascination with any aspect of Arabism in a more dramatic and 
poetic form than did Shakespeare.  Among his most attractive 
characters, two are Arabs or, as he calls them, ‘Moors’.  However, 
Shakespeare was by no means alone in falling under the spell of 
Moorish subjects. The Oriental Fashion, in which Arab elements 
were often confused with Persian and Indian, persisted throughout 
most of the nineteenth century.  
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2 5 Liberalism is the belief in the importance of liberty and equal rights.  
Liberals support fundamental ideals as constitutions, liberal 
democracy, free and fair elections, human rights, capitalism, free 
trade, and the freedom of religion.  Liberalism first became a 
powerful force in the age of the Enlightenment.  John Locke is 
credited for the creation of liberalism when he argued that the rule of 
law should replace absolutism in government and that private 
individuals had a fundamental right to life, liberty and property.

Total: 17

PART II                                                                                                                   (Total: 34 marks)

Answer any TWO questions in essay form.                                 

Question Mark Answer
Section 1 − 
Power and 
People

17 (10,7) Objectives
 To protect human rights, pluralist democracy and the rule of law.
 To promote awareness and encourage the development of 

Europe’s cultural identity and diversity.
 To find common solutions to the challenges facing European 

society such as discrimination against minorities, xenophobia, 
intolerance, cloning, terrorism, human trafficking, organised 
crime and corruption, cyber-crime and violence towards 
children.

Differences between the Council of Europe and the EU
 They were products of the same idea, the same spirit and the 

same ambition and had the same founding fathers.  They also 
share the same flag and anthem and work towards European 
integration.  However, they differ in a number of factors.

 The Council of Europe is more of a cultural institution that is 
primarily concerned with developing and spreading the 
awareness on human rights to its members.  Meanwhile, the 
European Union is more of a political entity that acts as one 
unified nation in the bigger world market.  It focuses more on 
implementing economic policies.

 The Council of Europe is composed of 47 member states while 
the EU is composed of 28 member states.

 The Council of Europe requires its members to maintain its good 
standing of democracy and human rights.  Meanwhile the EU 
requires its members to maintain an exemplary economic 
performance that will help elevate the status of the entire Union.
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Section  2 − 
Economic 
Development 
and Changes 
in Europe

17  OPEC is a permanent intergovernmental organisation of 12 oil-
exporting developing nations that coordinates and unifies the 
petroleum policies of its Member Countries.

 The OPEC’s mission is to cooperate and unify the petroleum 
policies of Member Countries and ensure the stabilisation of the 
oil markets in order to secure an efficient economic and regular 
supply of petroleum to consumers, a steady income to producers 
and a fair return on capital to those investing in the petroleum 
industry.

 Meetings are held to review the status of the international oil 
markets and the forecasts for the future in order to agree upon 
appropriate actions which will promote stability in the oil 
market.

 The Member Countries also hold other meetings at various 
levels of interest, including meetings of petroleum and economic 
experts, country representatives and special purpose bodies, such 
as a committee to address environmental affairs.

Section 3 − 
Demographic 
and Social 
Realities

17  Unemployment affects not only the person himself but also his 
or her family and, in the long run, the society in which that 
person lives.  

 Unemployment brings with it despair. It creates a feeling of fear 
and insecurity, even in the currently employed people.  

 Unemployment leads to an increase in the rate of crime.
 It also increases the rate of suicidal attempts and actual suicides.  
 It results in mental health problems such as feelings of 

unworthiness and helplessness.  The unemployed may develop 
negative attitudes towards common things in life and may feel 
that all sense of purpose is lost.

 The overall tension caused by unemployment can increase 
dramatically general health issues of individuals.

 It can also result in arguments at home which result in tension 
and may lead to increased numbers of separations.

 Political issues may emerge as a result of unemployment.  Loss 
of trust in administration and the government may lead to 
political instability.

 It also results in employment gaps.  The longer an individual is 
out of a job the more difficult it becomes to find one.  

 Unemployment is a financial burden on a country as the 
government has to pay huge amounts in unemployment benefits.  
Therefore, the country has not only to deal with lost income and 
decreased production but also with additional cost.

 The spending power of an unemployed person and his or her 
family decreases drastically.  This, in turn, adversely affects the 
economy.

 With the increased rates of unemployment, other economic 
factors are significantly affected.   These include the income per 
person, health costs, quality of healthcare and the standard of 
living of a country.
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Section 4 −  
Europeans 
and their 
Environment

17  Sports and physical exercise help many of the body’s systems to 
function better, improving a person’s chance to live longer and 
live healthier.

 The direct effects of engaging in regular physical activity are 
particularly apparent in the prevention of several chronic diseases.  
These include cardiovascular disease, diabetes, cancer, 
hypertension, obesity, depression and osteoporosis.

 Young people can benefit from physical activity as it contributes 
to developing healthy bones, efficient heart and lung function as 
well as improved motor skills and cognitive function.

 Physical activity can help reduce the effects of osteoporosis 
among women.

 Remaining physically active can enhance functional capacity 
among older people and can help to maintain quality of life and 
independence.

 Exercise may also play a therapeutic role in addressing a number 
of psychological disorders.  It also has a positive influence on 
depression.

 Physical exercise is a key ingredient in losing weight.  Physical 
self-worth and physical self-perception, including  body image, 
has been linked to improved self-esteem.

 It improves sleep.
 Sports and physical activity also have social and interpersonal 

benefits which can also produce positive health effects in 
individuals and communities.

 For nations, sports and physical activity are a cost-effective 
method to improve public health across populations.

Section 5 − 
Cultural 
Heritage

17  The growth and influence of American pop culture has increased 
greatly in the twentieth century.  This is mostly attributed to 
technological advancements.

 American pop culture exists today just about everywhere 
imaginable on the face of the earth.  Films (Hollywood), 
television (MTV), books, magazines, increasing travel and the use 
of the internet have all helped to spread popular culture around the 
world, especially amongst young people.  

 Nearly all major cities around the world have at least one burger 
bar (ex. McDonalds and Burger King).  International chains for 
fast food (ex. Pizza Hut) are becoming more and more common.

 One can find several shops in Europe selling jeans, trainers and 
sweatshirts.

 The 1950s saw the birth of rock and roll, incorporating a mixture 
of rhythm, blues and country music.  It started in the USA and 
soon spread to Europe.  Young people especially loved it and it 
led to a whole new culture aimed exclusively at teenagers.  More 
music genres have been developed in the USA since then, such as 
R & B and hip hop.  These are also very popular among 
Europeans.  American music icons are also well-known in almost 
every country.

 Basketball, football, hockey, tennis, car racing etc., which are 
some of the popular sports in America, have also become popular 
among Europeans. 


